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whose navel is the seat of a lotus, one could conquer the six enemies,
in the shape of the five senses and the mind that have not been
controlled. His father being thus engaged.   Agnidhra, who
followed his commands, duly protected the people of Jambu-
dwipa as his own progeny, keeping his eye on Dharma. Seeking
the realm of the manes he collected the requisities for worship
and with concentration of mind and asceticism adored the glorious
Brahma in a valley of Mount Mandara. Having come to know
this, the glorious Brahma sent down an Apsara, Purvachitti by
name, who used to sing in his court. The prince succumbed to
the dominating influence of the most powerful god of love who
had found an open door to his heart, the moment the prince saw
her. Employing a language clever in expressing things. Prince
Agnidhra, who possessed the intelligence of gods and proved
a past master in winning over the young woman, propitiated that
celestial damsel by showing her great regard. She too, whose
mind was captivated by the intelligence, amiability, comeliness,
youth, splendour and nobility of that leading hero, then enjoyed
with that Lord of Jambudwipa, earthly as well as celestial pleasures
for a period, extending over ten crore years. Through her, it is
said that foremost of kings, Agnidhra, begot nine sons of whom
Nabhi was the eldest. Nabhi married queen Meru Devi.

Desirous of obtaining progeny, King Nabhi along with Queen
Merudevi, who had no issue, worshipped with a concentrated
mind Lord Vishnu.  While Nabhi was reverently worshipping
Him with a pure heart and while the rites known by the name of
Pravargya were proceeding, the heart of the Lord was seized with
a longing to accomplish the desired object of His servant because
of His affection for His devotees, and He revealed before Him
His most independent captivating form which ravished the soul
by its limbs, which were pleasing to the mind and eyes. Propi-
tiated by the great seers at the very sacrifice, the Lord was born
in the family of King Nabhi in a divine form with a view to obliging
that monarch and with intent to teach to the world the sacred
vows observed by sages that have no covering on their body except
the atmosphere, lead an ascetic life and are pledged to perpetual
celibacy. Now, finding marks of divinity manifest in Lord Rishabha
from His very birth and His glory mounting every day along with
treating all alike, control of the internal and external senses, aversion